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Coding and the Gifted Child 
Computer coding is always a hot topic among parents with gifted children. 
So how do you get kids started on coding? What are the best tools? How do 
you help children grow in an area that you may not completely understand?

Experts say that coding can be taught to gifted students as early as age 4. 
Youngest learners are most successfully introduced to coding using visual 
block or drag and drop interfaces. Gifted kids can outgrow visual block or 
drag and drop interfaces quickly, so have a plan to move to text based 
programming as soon as possible. 

Making coding fun is the number one rule in teaching coding to gifted kids. 
In the beginning, stay away from content that is too academic, and instead 
guide your child towards fun, project-based courses that match his or her 
interests. Options include developing a video game, a webpage, robotics 
programming or app development.

You do not need to know how to code in order to introduce your gifted child 
to computer programming, although learning alongside your child can be 
very rewarding.

A popular option is to enroll your child in a local “brick and mortar” or 
online academy. There are a number of excellent local courses, including a 
number of free ones. Some elementary schools in Allen offer after school 
coding classes.
 
There are also a growing number of self-paced courses from online coding 
schools and others that can teach your child coding– all on a schedule that 
works for you. (See sidebar for some options). 

Coding Resources  

When researching programs, you will 
want to find a program that teaches 
the programming language that is 
best for your child. There are many 
articles online that explain the different 
languages and what they are used for. 

There are a number of brick and 
mortar coding classes in our area. 
Some are free and some are paid. 

STEAM Center Summer Camps, 
SMARTS, CoderDojo, GirlsWhoCode, 
iDTech and iCode 

There are a number of online free and 
paid options that can give coding 
education in the comfort and 
convenience of home. 

MIT Media Labs’ Scratch, Code.org,  
Khan Academy, CodaKid and BitsBox. 

AIM teachers are a great resource for 
coding ideas.
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Developing Pathway Thinking

We'd love to hear from you! Share your 
challenges, questions, and success stories 
at Praeditus Feedback 

Social Development in 
Gifted Children 

On the outside, gifted children often look 
socially mature, but on the inside they 
experience more loneliness, isolation and 
friendship difficulties than their peers. 

Often they exhibit asynchronous 
development, that is, the intellectual, 
social, emotional, physical and 
chronological ages of the child are quite 
different. The child may not fit with either 
chronological age or mental age peers. 
This makes friendships challenging. 

Social skills allow children to get along 
with others. These skills include self-
control, good manners, and being able to 
cooperate, communicate and engage 
with others. These skills must be taught 
and gifted children are no exception. Too 
often adults mistakenly think all gifted 
children can develop social skills 
instinctively. 

Although both parents and schools need 
to teach social skills, it initially starts at 
home. What are some things parents can 
do to teach social skills at home?
Modeling good behavior at home is an 
important part of parenting. Discussing 
the importance of other’s feelings 
(empathy) in response to one’s own 
behavior. Parents can role play possible 
situations with their children to try various 
outcomes.” Parents need to set clear rules 
and family standards; have high, but 
reasonable expectations. They should 
look for signs of aggressive or anxious 
behavior; consider help when necessary.  

Challenges for the Week
✦ Use your camera in a new way. Take photos to document an 

event and then create a book out of your photography.

✦ Mancala is an ancient stone game and it is lots of fun. 
Research mancala on line and then build the counting game 
with an egg carton. 

✦ Practice origami, or the art of paper folding Origami Way

✦ Invent your own card game

✦ Play some of the digital games at Breakout EDU

✦ Teach yourself string games and play them with your family
    Best String Games for Kids

Pathway thinking is the ability to develop a pathway to reach a goal.
This skill is essential when we pursue complex, challenging goals, since 
often the path we imagine might not be the correct one. It is the ability to 
focus on the future and look for alternative solutions. Pathway thinking 
and motivation are highly interconnected because the more we are able to 
rapidly find alternative solutions, the more motivated we become which, in 
turn, increases our ability to find new pathways.

Parents and teachers can help gifted students develop pathways thinking by 
breaking down larger goals into smaller components that are approached, and 
eventually completed, in a sequenced and logical way. Students should earn to 
identify multiple routes to both small and large goals and practice overcoming 
obstacles. This teaches them to become flexible thinkers. 

When students become stuck, it’s important they do not attribute the inability 
to move forward to a lack of talent. Rather, students should see obstructions as 
pathways that do not work. If a pathway is identified as unfeasible, students 
must learn the skills to switch lanes and find alternate routes to take them 
toward their goal.

https://www.origamiway.com/easy-origami-for-beginners.shtml
https://www.breakoutedu.com/funathome
https://icebreakerideas.com/string-games/
https://www.origamiway.com/easy-origami-for-beginners.shtml
https://www.breakoutedu.com/funathome
https://icebreakerideas.com/string-games/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc6K4TBGDopgPgxbhXRxqm5hDHoquzkEJtu5L604p9Sixl9pg/viewform?usp=sf_link

